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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1 - 2, 6 - 8, 11, 23 - 24, 28 - 29, 36-39, 41-42 and 48 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by Barbara (PG Pub 2002/0016769). 

Regarding Claims 1, 2, 5, and 8, Barbara discloses a computer implemented 
method transferring funds from an online account associated with a first user (customer 
transaction account) to a recipient online account (recipient transaction account) (see 
figure 1), the method comprising: 

■ receiving a transfer request from the first user (customer), the transfer 
request including an amount of funds for transfer from the online account 
(customer transaction account) and identification information for a 
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recipient of the funds, the identification information including an electronic 
message address associated with the recipient, (see p. 4, para. 52 - 54 
and fig. 3); 

■ automatically sending an electronic message to the recipient using the 
electronic message address, the electronic message indicating that funds 
are ready for transfer to the recipient, (see p. 4, para. 55 and fig. 4); 

■ receiving a response from the recipient wherein the response includes a 
request by the recipient to open an account (recipient transaction 
account), (see p. 9, para. 90 and fig. 4); 

■ opening/identifying the recipient account for the recipient (recipient 
transaction account), (see p. 4, para. 55); 

• transferring said amount of funds from the first account (customer 

transaction account) to the recipient account associated with the recipient 
(recipient transaction account), (see p. 3, para. 50); 

■ wherein the electronic message address comprises an e-mail address, 
and wherein the electronic message is an e-mail message, (see p. 4, 
para. 54 - 55 and fig. 3 - 4); and 

■ further including the step of opening (registering) the first account 
(customer transaction account) in response to a request from the first user 
to open the first account . (see p. 3, para. 0050). 

Barbara does not teach a method comprising the steps of: 
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■ receiving a response from the recipien t accepting or rejecting the transfer 
of funds wherein the response includes a request by the recipient to open 
an account; and 

■ transferring said amount of funds from the first account (customer 
transaction account) to the recipient account (recipient transaction 
account) associated with the recipient if the response indicates 
acceptance . 

Acceptance and rejection of funds by the intended recipient and communication 
of such acceptance or rejection is old and well known in the art of banking and financial 
transactions, especially in regards to acceptance and rejection of cash and checks in 
conventional manual person-to-person transactions. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Barbara 
to incorporate the ability for the recipient to accept or refuse the transfer of funds, as is 
old and well known, allowing for the incorporation and automation of a well established 
step in fund transfer activities into the present automated fund transfer system. 

Regarding Claims 6-7, Barbara discloses a method comprising the steps of: 

■ receiving a transfer request from the first user (customer), the transfer 
request including an amount of funds for transfer from the first online 
account (customer transaction account) and identification information (e- 
mail address) for a recipient of the funds, the identification information 
including an electronic message address for the recipient, (see p. 4, para. 
54 and fig. 3); 
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■ automatically sending an electronic message to the recipient using the 
electronic message address, the electronic message indicating that funds 
are ready for transfer to the recipient, (see p, 4, para, 55 and fig, 4); and 

■ transferring said amount of funds from the first account (customer 
transaction account) to the recipient account (recipient transaction 
account), (see p. 3, para. 50). 

Barbara does not teach a method comprising the steps of: 

■ wherein the transfer request further includes a request for identity 
confirmation: 

■ receiving a response from the recipient accepting or rejecting the transfer 
of funds wherein the response from the recipient includes identity 
information responsive to the reguest for identity confirmation: 

■ automatically sending the identity information to the first user: 

■ receiving from the first user an acceptance or a rejection of the identity 
information: 

■ transferring said amount of funds from the first account to the recipient 
account if the response indicates acceptance and if the acceptance of the 
identity information is received from the first user: and 

■ wherein the reguest for identity confirmation includes a guerv. and wherein 
the information from the recipient includes an answer to the guerv. 

Acceptance and rejection of funds by the intended recipient and communication 
of such acceptance or rejection is old and well known in the art of banking and financial 
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transactions, especially in regards to acceptance and rejection of cash and checks in 
conventional manual person-to-person transactions. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Barbara 
to incorporate the ability for the recipient to accept or refuse the transfer of funds, as is 
old and well known, allowing for the incorporation and automation of a well established 
step in fund transfer activities into the present automated fund transfer system. 

Requesting identity confirmation from the intended recipient of funds, retrieving 
information to satisfy such request and making the disbursement of funds conditional 
upon satisfaction is old and well known in the art of banking and financial transactions, 
especially in regards to checking identity of recipients when cashing check, or when 
paying with a check and credit card, such as in conventional manual person-to-person 
transactions. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Barbara to incorporate the ability to request 
identity confirmation of the recipient, to accept such information from the recipient and 
transfer funds based upon the satisfaction of the identity confirmation, as is old and well 
known, allowing for the incorporation and automation of a well established step in fund 
transfer activities into the present automated fund transfer system. 

Regarding Claim 11, Barbara discloses a method: 

■ wherein the method is implemented in a host server (computer of service 
provider), (see para. 49 and fig. 1); 

■ wherein the method is implemented through a URL (enrollment page), 
(see S1, fig. 2); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,303 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3628 

■ sending an electronic message, (see p. 4, para. 0055 and fig. 4). 
Barbara does not teach a method 

■ wherein the method is implemented in a host server, and wherein the 
electronic message includes a URL link to the host server . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to have modified Barbara to incorporate a URL link to the host 
server in the electronic message to allow for the recipient of the electronic message to 
easily and simply connect to and register with the system. 

Regarding Claims 23-24, further system claims would have been obvious from 
method claims rejected above, Claims 1 - 2, and are therefore rejected using the same 
art and rationale. 

Regarding Claims 28 -29, further system claims would have been obvious from 
methods claims rejected above, Claims 6 - 7, and is therefore rejected using the same 
art and rationale. 

Regarding Claim 36, a method comprising the steps of: 

■ receiving a transfer request to transfer funds from a first online account 
associated with a first user (customer transaction account) to a second 
online account (recipient transaction account) associated with a second 
user (recipient), wherein the transfer request includes a bank identifier 
(designation) that identifies a first of the plurality of the affiliate banks 
(deposit account/checking account/debit account/source account), (see p. 
2, para. 17, p. 4, para. 54 and fig. 1 and 3); 
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■ transferring funds from the first online account (customer transaction 
account) to the second online account (recipient . ("Thus, the customer 
that registers for the service is able to have funds reside in the transaction 
account and to transmit funds from that account to other users, such as 
recipient, once the recipient is also enrolled." - see p. 3, para. 50); and 

■ wherein the first affiliate bank (system provider/financial institution) 
conducts the fund transfer settlement for the transferred funds on behalf of 
the first user (customer), (see p. 5, para. 60). 

Barbara does not teach a method comprising the steps of: 

■ transferring funds from the first online account to the second online 
account after the second user has approved the transfer request 

Acceptance and rejection of funds by the intended recipient and communication 
of such acceptance or rejection is old and well known in the art of banking and financial 
transactions, especially in regards to acceptance and rejection of cash and checks in 
conventional manual person-to-person transactions. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Barbara 
to incorporate the ability for the recipient to accept or refuse the transfer of funds, as is 
old and well known, allowing for the incorporation and automation of a well established 
step in fund transfer activities into the present automated fund transfer system. 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Barbara to incorporate to condition the 
transfer of funds upon the acceptance or rejection of such fund transfer by the intended 
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recipient, as is old and well known, allowing the recipient to enforce their decision 
concerning their acceptance or rejection of the offered funds. 

Regarding Claim 37, Barbara discloses a method wherein: 

■ the settlement includes one of an ACH transaction, a check card 
transaction and a credit card transaction, (see pp. 3-4, para. 50 and p. 7, 
para. 73). 

Regarding Claim 38, Claim 38 recites similar limitations to a portion of Claim 1 
and is therefore rejected using the same art and rationale as applied in the rejection of 
Claim 1 . 

Regarding Claim 39, Claim 39 recites similar limitations to a portion of Claim 2 
and is therefore rejected using the same art and rationale as applied in the rejection of 
Claim 1. 

Regarding Claim 41, Barbara discloses a method further including: 

■ the step of receiving a second bank identifier (checking account) from the 
second user, the second bank identifier identifying one of the affiliate 
banks (service provider/financial institution) for conducting fund transfer 
settlement on behalf of the second user, (see p. 4, para. 56 and p. 5, para. 
60). 

Regarding Claim 42, Barbara discloses a method wherein: 

■ the first and second bank identifiers indicate the same affiliate bank, (see 
p. 5, para. 60). 

Regarding Claim 48, Barbara discloses a method wherein: 
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a the transfer request includes a request from the first user (customer) to 
pay funds to the second user (recipient), (see p. 4, para. 0054 and fig. 3). 



Claims 3, 25 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barbara, as with Claims 1, 23 and 38 above, in view of Saylors 
(PG Pub 2004/0111370). 

Regarding Claims 3 and 40, Barbara does not teach a method wherein: 

■ the electronic message address includes a user ID associated with the 
recipient, and wherein the step of automatically sending an electronic 
message includes initiating an instant message session with the recipient 
based on the user ID. 

Saylors discloses a method wherein: 

■ the electronic message address includes a user ID associated with the 
recipient, and wherein the step of automatically sending an electronic 
message includes initiating an instant message session with the recipient 
based on the user ID. ("For example, "email" may be replaced with a voice 
mail or instant messaging." - see p. 18, para. 168 - establishing that 
instant messaging notification of recipient could be used in place of email 
notification of recipient. It would, therefore, be inherent in utilizing instant 
messaging communication that the system request the recipient's user ID 
in substitution for or in addition to the recipient's email address for instant 
messaging communication to take place). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention as made to have modified Barbara to incorporate instant messaging, as was 
done by Saylors, to allow the system to communicate to the recipient through a variety 
of electronic means. 

Regarding Claim 25, further system claim would have been obvious from 
method claim rejected above and is therefore rejected using the same art and rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to pending claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Borlinghaus whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6924. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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